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“The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” “If
our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; in whom
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”
{1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 4:3–4}

Week 16 - King Saul Tested
•
•
•
•

—RECORD LESSON—
Save time for section 3!!

I. The Forbidden Sacrifice
1.

This was a time of crisis! Why did God detain Samuel from arriving
quickly to offer the needed sacrifices for God’s blessing?
AA. “The Lord had detained his servant, in order to test the faith and obedience of the king.” {1.10}

2.

How well did Saul do when he was tested?
AA. “Saul did not stand the test. God had promised to be with him, if
he would be obedient. He should have trusted this promise, and waited
patiently for divine instruction and guidance. But thinking that something
must be done at once to inspire the people with courage, he commanded
them to bring forward their victims for sacrifice, and then he presumptu-

If you miss a lesson, visit: http://TheBibleUnderstood.org and click “Class Materials” to download it!

2

Prophets & Judges
ously took the place of priest, and himself offered them upon the altar. This
act was a flagrant violation of the divine command that only those should
offer sacrifice who had been sacredly consecrated to the work. Moreover, the
public nature of the act, as well as the high position of the offender, added
greatly to the pernicious influence of his example, and rendered prompt
punishment indispensably necessary.” {1.10}

3.

How do many make the same mistake today?
AA. “Here is where many have failed, and continue to fail. They will not wait
patiently for the Lord to work for them. They desire to be active, and if God
does not give them something to do, they will venture to do even what he
has forbidden.” {1.10}

4.

God had foreseen that Saul would fail. Does that mean God caused Saul to
fail?
AA. “An all-wise God had foreseen these events, yet Saul’s threatened humiliation was chargeable only to his own sin and folly. God had given him great
advantages to develop a right character. The Holy Spirit had enlightened his
understanding, giving him clear views of the divine character and requirements, and of his own duty. All this made his sin more grievous.” {1.14}

5.

Saul’s bad habits were destroying him spiritually. What did he need to do in
order to overcome? How does this apply to us?
AA. “Had Saul cherished the light which Christ had given him, he would
have trusted less to the performance of religious rites, and would have felt
more deeply the importance of humbling his heart before God. Impulse
would have been guided by reason, and chastened and purified by conscience. But it is difficult for a man whose habits are fixed, to unlearn what
he has for years been learning. Divine grace only can effect this transformation.” {1.15}
AA. “In the faithful performance of God’s will, all the powers of the mind,
all the emotions of the heart, will be called forth into their noblest, purest,
happiest exercise. Great are the privileges of the Christian, and great the
change which must be wrought by the Holy Spirit, ere men sinful by nature
can become the sons of God. Mental abilities and spiritual affections, the
treasures of memory and the anticipations of hope, are alike to be sanctified
by the spirit of Christ, and consecrated to his service. The life of Christ’s disciple is begun by faith and continued by obedience.” {1.16}

II. Victory at Michmash
1.

What led Saul to be presumptuous, sacrilegious, and self-confident?
AA. “The energy and military skill displayed by Saul in the victory of Jabeshgilead were extolled by the whole nation. In their enthusiasm the people
forgot that he was but the agent by whom the Lord had wrought for their
deliverance. And though at first the king ascribed the glory to God, he
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afterward took honor to himself. When first called to the throne, he was
humble and self-distrustful; but success made him self-confident, and ere
long he was guilty of presumption and sacrilege, in offering the unbidden
sacrifice at Gilgal.” {2.1}
2.

In his blind self-confidence, Saul rejected the well-deserved rebuke. How
should he have received it?
AA. “The same blind self-confidence led him to reject Samuel’s message of
reproof. Saul acknowledged Samuel to be a prophet sent from God. Hence
he should have accepted the reproof, even though he could not himself see
that he had sinned. Such a course, showing a willingness to be set right,
would have gone far to re-instate him in the favor of God. But Saul endeavored to vindicate his own course, and blamed the prophet, instead of condemning himself.” {2.2}

3.

What lesson is there for us in this when we are reproved?
AA. “There are today many who pursue a similar course. Like Saul, they are
blinded to their errors. When the Lord seeks to correct them, they receive
reproof as insult, and find fault with the one who brings the divine message.”
{2.3} “The Lord would have his people, under all circumstances, manifest
implicit trust in him. Although we cannot always understand the workings
of his providence, we should wait with patience and humility until he sees
fit to enlighten us. We should beware of taking upon ourselves responsibilities which God has not authorized us to bear. Men frequently have too high
an estimate of their own character or abilities. They may feel competent to
undertake the most important work, when God sees that they are not prepared to perform aright the smallest and humblest duty.” {2.5}

4.

What would have happened if Saul had received the rebuke from Samuel
and confessed his mistake?
AA. “Had Saul been willing to see and confess his error, this bitter experience would have proved a safeguard for the future. He would afterward have
avoided the mistakes which called forth divine reproof. But feeling that he
was unjustly condemned, he would, of course, be likely again to commit the
same sin.” {2.4}

5.

The habits Saul formed as a young man exerted a powerful influence upon
his life as king. What does this teach us?
AA. “The lesson is one which all would do well to ponder. Men cannot for
years abuse the noblest powers which God has given them for his service,
and then, when they choose to change, find these powers fresh and free for
an entirely opposite course. Those who in early life cherish a sacred regard
for the authority of God, and who faithfully perform the duties of their
position, will be prepared for higher service in after years. If we would conquer in the battle of life, we must take counsel of infinite wisdom, first and
last and always.” {2.9}
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What was the difference between the army of the Philistines and the army
of Saul? Why had God allowed things to get into this state?
AA. “On the one hand was a little company of almost unarmed men, on the
other, vast numbers of well-drilled troops, with their thirty thousand chariots of iron. What marvel that the hearts of the men of Israel were filled with
fear!”
AA. “God had permitted matters to be thus brought to a crisis, that he might
rebuke the perversity of Saul, and teach his people a lesson of humility and
faith.” {2.11}

III. King Saul’s Rash Oath
1.

What was unwise about Saul’s rash oath? What showed it to be profane and
disrespectful to God as well?
AA. “The king might properly have warned his soldiers not to waste time in
feasting upon the spoil of their enemies; but to deprive them of food for a
whole day was unwise in the extreme. The long abstinence rendered them
weak and exhausted at the very time when they should have been strong and
courageous to push the battle against the foe.”
AA. “And then to confirm this inconsiderate prohibition by a solemn oath
showed Saul to be both rash and profane. Such a course could not be
prompted by a zeal for the glory of God. The king declares his object to be,
not ‘that the Lord may be avenged on his enemies,’ but only ‘that I may be
avenged on mine enemies.’ Yet the fact was, that Saul had no real share in
the battle; the victory had been virtually gained without his knowledge or
co-operation.” {3.2}

2.

Why was God pleased that the lot should fall upon Jonathan?
AA. “The Lord was pleased that the course of Jonathan should be brought to
light, to manifest more fully the spirit of Saul. Thus the people would be led
to see their great error in rejecting the government which God had given
them. They had exchanged the pious prophet whose prayers had brought
down blessings, for a king who in his blind zeal had prayed for a curse upon
them.” {3.6}

3.

When a person is ready to excuse sin in themselves, what does that lead
them to do to others?
AA. “Those who are most ready to excuse or justify themselves in sin are often
most severe in judging and condemning others. There are many today, like
Saul, bringing upon themselves the displeasure of God. They reject counsel
and despise reproof. Even when convinced that the Lord is not with them,
they refuse to see in themselves the cause of their trouble. How many cherish a proud, boastful spirit, while they indulge in cruel judgment or severe
rebuke of others really better in heart and life than they. Well would it be for
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such self-constituted judges to ponder those words of Christ: ‘With what
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you again.’ ” {3.12}
4.

If I exalt myself, or glory in what I have done or what I can do, what does
that prove?
AA. “To exalt self, to glory in what we have done or what we can do, is
proof of extreme ignorance or folly. Those who have an undue estimate of
themselves are often brought into positions where their true character will
be developed. It was thus in the case of Saul. His own course convinced
the people that kingly honor and authority were dearer to him than justice,
mercy, or benevolence.” {3.13}

5.

How could we commit an error as disastrous as Israel demanding a king?
AA. “God’s people of today are in danger of committing errors no less disastrous. We cannot, we must not, place blind confidence in any man, however high his profession of faith or his position in the church. We must
not follow his guidance, unless the word of God sustains him. The Lord
would have his people individually distinguish between sin and righteousness, between the precious and the vile.” {3.16} “Those who labor faithfully
and unselfishly in the cause of God should be highly esteemed for their
works’ sake. We may, like the children of Israel, be tempted to exchange
the devoted, self-sacrificing laborer for one who appears more pleasing, but
whose faith and steadfastness are yet untried. Let us beware how we manifest ingratitude or contempt for those whom God has made burden-bearers
in his cause. Those who smite the soldiers of the cross are smiting the hand
of God that covers them as a shield.” {3.17}
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The Forbidden Sacrifice	August 3, 1882
When Saul was crowned at Gilgal, the nation seemed unanimous in his support, and he felt that his throne was firmly established. He now dismissed to
their homes the vast army that had arisen at his call to overthrow the Ammonites, reserving only two thousand men to be stationed under his command at
Michmash, and one thousand to attend his son Jonathan at Gibeah of Benjamin.
{1.1}

Elated with the honor of the recent victory, Saul was disposed to relax his
efforts. He preferred to enjoyment of ease and the pomp of royalty to the toil,
uncertainty, and danger of the field of battle. Here was a serious error. While
his army was filled with hope and courage, he should have proceeded at once
to make war upon other enemies of Israel. By neglecting to do this, he lost the
opportunity to strike a telling blow for the honor of God and the liberties of the
nation. {1.2}
Meanwhile their warlike neighbors, the Philistines, were active. After the
defeat at Ebenezer, they had still retained possession of some hill fortresses in
the land of Israel; and now taking advantage of the somewhat disorganized condition of the Hebrew nation, consequent upon the change in the government,
these powerful foes had established themselves in the very heart of the country.
Yet they were filled with fear at the defeat of the fierce and cruel Ammonites,
and had they been attacked with the same courage and energy, they might then
have been subdued. {1.3}
In facilities, arms, and equipments, the Philistines had great advantages over
Israel. During the long period of their oppressive rule, they had endeavored
to strengthen their power, by forbidding the Israelites to practice the trade of
smiths, lest they should make weapons of war. At the conclusion of peace, they
had still kept the trade in their own hands, the Hebrews resorting to the Philistine garrisons for such work as needed to be done. Had the men of Israel possessed proper energy and foresight, they would, during the long interval of peace,
have secured the services of skilled workmen, and furnished themselves with
weapons of war. But love of ease, and the abject spirit induced by long oppression, controlled them. Hence they had suffered even their agricultural implements to become blunt, and none among the Israelites, except Saul and his son
Jonathan, possessed a spear or sword. {1.4}
It was not until the second year of Saul’s reign that an attempt was made to
subdue the Philistines. The first blow was struck by Jonathan, who at the command of his father attacked and overcame their garrison of Geba. The Philistines
were greatly exasperated by this defeat, and they made ready for a speedy attack
upon Israel. {1.5}
Saul was now aroused to the necessity of immediate action. He caused war to
be proclaimed by the sound of the trumpet throughout the land, and also issued
a proclamation calling upon all the men of war, including the tribes across the
Jordan, to assemble immediately at Gilgal. This summons was obeyed. {1.6}
The Philistines had gathered an immense force at Michmash—“thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is upon
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the sea-shore innumerable.” When the Hebrews became apprised of the strength
and numbers of the opposing force, and then considered their own defenseless
condition, they became terrified and disheartened. Every day saw the army of
Saul diminishing, as multitudes of the people stole away to hide themselves in
caves, thickets, and pits; and some even fled across the Jordan, to the land of Gad
and Gilead. Those who still remained “followed him trembling.” {1.7}
Where was now Israel’s pride and confidence in their king, demanded, as
they had declared, “that we may be like all the nations, and that our king may
judge us, and go out before us and fight our battles”? Alas, how utterly worthless
are all hopes based on human pomp or pride! {1.8}
Samuel had appointed to meet the king at Gilgal, there to “offer burntofferings and sacrifices, and to show him what he should do.” The prophet did
not arrive within the allotted time, and as Saul saw their dangers increasing, and
the hearts of the people failing for fear, he became impatient. Instead of resorting to prayer, and humbling his soul before God, he determined to do something
himself to relieve the difficulties of the situation. {1.9}
Here is where many have failed, and continue to fail. They will not wait
patiently for the Lord to work for them. They desire to be active, and if God
does not give them something to do, they will venture to do even what he has
forbidden. The Lord had detained his servant, in order to test the faith and
obedience of the king. Saul did not stand the test. God had promised to be with
him, if he would be obedient. He should have trusted this promise, and waited
patiently for divine instruction and guidance. But thinking that something must
be done at once to inspire the people with courage, he commanded them to
bring forward their victims for sacrifice, and then he presumptuously took the
place of priest, and himself offered them upon the altar. This act was a flagrant
violation of the divine command that only those should offer sacrifice who had
been sacredly consecrated to the work. Moreover, the public nature of the act, as
well as the high position of the offender, added greatly to the pernicious influence of his example, and rendered prompt punishment indispensably necessary.
{1.10}

No sooner had Saul made an end of offering sacrifice, than he heard of
Samuel’s approach, and went out to meet him. But though greeted with demonstrations of reverence and affection, the prophet understood that all was not
right. In answer to his pointed inquiry, “What hast thou done?” Saul endeavored
to excuse his own course, by depicting the terror of the people and the danger of
an immediate attack from the Philistines. But the prophet returned the stern and
solemn answer— {1.11}
“Thou hast done foolishly. Thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord
thy God, which he commanded thee; for now would the Lord have established
thy kingdom upon Israel forever. But now thy kingdom shall not continue;
the Lord hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou has not kept that which
the Lord commanded thee.” {1.12}
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Saul’s transgression proved him unworthy to be intrusted with sacred responsibilities. One who had himself so little reverence for God’s requirements, could
not be a wise or safe leader for the nation. Had he patiently endured the divine
test, the crown would have been confirmed to him and to his house. In fact,
Samuel had come to Gilgal for this very purpose. But Saul had been weighed in
the balance, and found wanting. He must be removed to make way for one who
would sacredly regard the divine honor and authority. {1.13}
An all-wise God had foreseen these events, yet Saul’s threatened humiliation
was chargeable only to his own sin and folly. God had given him great advantages to develop a right character. The Holy Spirit had enlightened his understanding, giving him clear views of the divine character and requirements, and of
his own duty. All this made his sin more grievous. {1.14}
Had Saul cherished the light which Christ had given him, he would have
trusted less to the performance of religious rites, and would have felt more
deeply the importance of humbling his heart before God. Impulse would have
been guided by reason, and chastened and purified by conscience. But it is difficult for a man whose habits are fixed, to unlearn what he has for years been
learning. Divine grace only can effect this transformation. {1.15}
In the faithful performance of God’s will, all the powers of the mind, all the
emotions of the heart, will be called forth into their noblest, purest, happiest
exercise. Great are the privileges of the Christian, and great the change which
must be wrought by the Holy Spirit, ere men sinful by nature can become the
sons of God. Mental abilities and spiritual affections, the treasures of memory
and the anticipations of hope, are alike to be sanctified by the spirit of Christ,
and consecrated to his service. The life of Christ’s disciple is begun by faith and
continued by obedience. {1.16}
Victory at Michmash	August 10, 1882
The energy and military skill displayed by Saul in the victory of Jabesh-gilead
were extolled by the whole nation. In their enthusiasm the people forgot that
he was but the agent by whom the Lord had wrought for their deliverance. And
though at first the king ascribed the glory to God, he afterward took honor to
himself. When first called to the throne, he was humble and self-distrustful; but
success made him self-confident, and ere long he was guilty of presumption and
sacrilege, in offering the unbidden sacrifice at Gilgal. {2.1}
The same blind self-confidence led him to reject Samuel’s message of reproof.
Saul acknowledged Samuel to be a prophet sent from God. Hence he should
have accepted the reproof, even though he could not himself see that he had
sinned. Such a course, showing a willingness to be set right, would have gone far
to re-instate him in the favor of God. But Saul endeavored to vindicate his own
course, and blamed the prophet, instead of condemning himself. {2.2}
There are today many who pursue a similar course. Like Saul, they are blinded
to their errors. When the Lord seeks to correct them, they receive reproof as
insult, and find fault with the one who brings the divine message. {2.3}
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Had Saul been willing to see and confess his error, this bitter experience
would have proved a safeguard for the future. He would afterward have avoided
the mistakes which called forth divine reproof. But feeling that he was unjustly
condemned, he would, of course, be likely again to commit the same sin. {2.4}
The Lord would have his people, under all circumstances, manifest implicit
trust in him. Although we cannot always understand the workings of his providence, we should wait with patience and humility until he sees fit to enlighten
us. We should beware of taking upon ourselves responsibilities which God has
not authorized us to bear. Men frequently have too high an estimate of their own
character or abilities. They may feel competent to undertake the most important
work, when God sees that they are not prepared to perform aright the smallest
and humblest duty. {2.5}
Saul was in disfavor with God, and yet unwilling to humble his heart in penitence. He desired to devise some plan by which to establish more firmly his royal
authority, as well as to revive the courage of the people. What he lacked in real
piety, he would endeavor to make up in pretension and display. Saul was familiar
with the terrible history of Israel’s defeat when the ark of God was brought into
the camp by Hophni and Phinehas; and yet, knowing all this, he determined to
send for the sacred ark and its attendant priests. {2.6}
With a spirit of exultation he enters upon the accomplishment of his plans.
He hopes to inspire the hearts of Israel with fresh courage, to reassemble his
scattered army, and to vanquish the Philistines. He will now dispense with Samuel’s presence and support, and thus free himself from the prophet’s disagreeable
criticisms and severe reproofs. He feels that Samuel does not rightly appreciate
the position and authority of a king, and hence does not treat him with proper
respect. He expects that Ahiah the priest will be awed by royal dignity, and will
readily yield to the king as to a superior. {2.7}
The Holy Spirit had been granted to Saul to enlighten his understanding
and soften his heart. He had received faithful instruction and reproof from the
prophet of God. And yet how great his perversity! The history of Israel’s first
king presents a sad example of the power of early wrong habits. In his youth,
Saul did not love and fear God; and that impetuous spirit, not early trained to
submission, was ever ready to rebel against divine authority. {2.8}
The lesson is one which all would do well to ponder. Men cannot for years
abuse the noblest powers which God has given them for his service, and then,
when they choose to change, find these powers fresh and free for an entirely
opposite course. Those who in early life cherish a sacred regard for the authority
of God, and who faithfully perform the duties of their position, will be prepared
for higher service in after years. If we would conquer in the battle of life, we
must take counsel of infinite wisdom, first and last and always. {2.9}
Saul’s efforts to inspire the people with hope and courage proved unavailing. Finding his force reduced to six hundred men, he left Gilgal, and retired to
the fortress at Geba, so lately taken from the Philistines. This stronghold was
situated on the south side of a deep, rugged valley, or gorge, a few miles north
of the site of Jerusalem. On the north side of the same valley, at Michmash, the
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Philistine force lay encamped, while detachments of troops went out in different
directions to ravage the country. {2.10}
On the one hand was a little company of almost unarmed men, on the other,
vast numbers of well-drilled troops, with their thirty thousand chariots of iron.
What marvel that the hearts of the men of Israel were filled with fear! God had
permitted matters to be thus brought to a crisis, that he might rebuke the perversity of Saul, and teach his people a lesson of humility and faith. {2.11}
Jonathan, the king’s son, a man who feared God, was chosen as the instrument to deliver Israel. Moved by a divine impulse, he proposed to his armorbearer that they should make a secret attack upon the enemy’s camp. “It may be,”
he urged, “that the Lord will work for us; for there is no restraint to the Lord to
work by many or by few.” {2.12}
The armor-bearer, a man of faith and prayer, encouraged the design, and
together they withdrew from the camp of Israel, secretly, lest their purpose
should be opposed as presumptuous. With earnest prayer to the Guide of their
fathers, they agreed upon a sign by which they might determine how to proceed.
Then passing down into the gorge separating the two armies, and which here
stretched out to half a mile in width, they silently threaded their way, under the
shadow of the cliff, and partially concealed by the mounds and ridges of the valley. Approaching the Philistine fortress, they were revealed to the view of their
enemies, who said tauntingly, “Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes
where they have hid themselves,” then challenged them, “Come up, and we will
show you a thing,” meaning that they would punish the two Israelites for their
daring. {2.13}
This challenge was the token which Jonathan and his companion had previously agreed to accept as evidence that the Lord would prosper their undertaking. Passing now from the sight of the Philistines, and choosing a secret and
difficult path, the warriors made their way to the summit of a cliff before deemed
inaccessible, and therefore not very strongly guarded. Thus they penetrated the
enemy’s camp, and slew the sentinels, who were so overcome by surprise and fear
as to offer no resistance. {2.14}
The whole army was seized with consternation, which was increased by an
earthquake miraculously occurring at the same time. The Philistines imagined
that a vast army was upon them, and in their confusion they began to slay one
another. {2.15}
Soon the noise of the battle was heard in the camp of Israel. Upon inquiry it
was found that none were absent but Jonathan and his armor-bearer. Saul at first
desired to consult the Lord as to whether an attack should be made upon the
Philistines; but the confusion among them evidently increasing, his impatient
spirit could not brook delay. Marshaling his little force, he advanced against the
enemy. The Hebrews who had deserted to the Philistines, now joined their fellow country-men; great numbers also came out of their lurking-places, and as
the Philistines fled, discomfited, Saul’s army committed terrible havoc upon the
fugitives. {2.16}
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King Saul’s Rash Oath	August 17, 1882
When Saul beheld the Philistines fleeing in terror from Michmash, he determined to make the most of his advantage. To avoid unnecessary delay, he forbade
the pursuers to partake of food for the entire day, enforcing his command by the
solemn imprecation, “Cursed be the man that eateth any food until evening, that
I may be avenged on mine enemies.” {3.1}
The king might properly have warned his soldiers not to waste time in feasting upon the spoil of their enemies; but to deprive them of food for a whole
day was unwise in the extreme. The long abstinence rendered them weak and
exhausted at the very time when they should have been strong and courageous to
push the battle against the foe. And then to confirm this inconsiderate prohibition by a solemn oath showed Saul to be both rash and profane. Such a course
could not be prompted by a zeal for the glory of God. The king declares his
object to be, not “that the Lord may be avenged on his enemies,” but only “that
I may be avenged on mine enemies.” Yet the fact was, that Saul had no real share
in the battle; the victory had been virtually gained without his knowledge or cooperation. {3.2}
Fearing the kings’s displeasure, the soldiers refrained from partaking of the
spoil of their enemies, and even from eating the wild honey which was found
in great abundance as they passed through a forest. But Jonathan was ignorant
of his father’s prohibition, and unwittingly transgressed by eating a little of the
honey. {3.3}
In the evening, being hungry, and faint with labor, many of the people hastily
slew the cattle which they had taken, and ate the flesh with the blood, contrary
to the law. Thus did Saul’s injudicious severity lead to disregard of the divine
command. When, however, the monarch learned what was going on, he interposed his authority, and directed that a sacrifice be first offered unto the Lord,
and then the animals be properly slaughtered and the blood separated, as the
Mosaic law required. {3.4}
When the people had satisfied their hunger, Saul proposed to continue
the pursuit that night; but the priest suggested that it would be wiser first to
ask counsel of God. This was done in the usual manner; but no answer came.
Regarding this silence as a token of the Lord’s displeasure, Saul determined to
discover the cause. Had he properly realized the sinfulness of his own course, he
would have concluded that he himself was the guilty one. But failing to discern
this, he gave command that the matter be decided by lot. “Draw ye near hither,
all ye chief of the people, and know and see wherein this sin hath been this day.
For as the Lord liveth, which saveth Israel, though it were Jonathan my son, he
shall surely die.” The people listened in silence, their hearts thrilled with fear, as
they saw the rash, impetuous spirit of their king. {3.5}
Again the monarch commanded, “Be ye on one side, and I and my son Jonathan on the other.” The lot was cast; it fell upon Saul and Jonathan. Again it was
cast, and Jonathan was taken. The Lord was pleased that the course of Jonathan
should be brought to light, to manifest more fully the spirit of Saul. Thus the
people would be led to see their great error in rejecting the government which
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God had given them. They had exchanged the pious prophet whose prayers had
brought down blessings, for a king who in his blind zeal had prayed for a curse
upon them. {3.6}
When the lot fell upon Jonathan, the king demanded with great sternness,
“What hast thou done?” Jonathan replied frankly, acknowledging the act, and
deprecating the direful penalty. Now at last we might expect Saul to see and
deplore his folly in making so rash a vow. Now, surely, paternal affection will rise
superior to royal authority. But no; Saul wished his people to see that the justice
of the king was superior to the affection of the father. He had not shared the
honor of the victory; but he hoped now to secure honor by his zeal in maintaining the sacredness of his oath. Even at the sacrifice of his son, he would impress
upon his subjects the fact that the royal authority must be maintained. How
terribly significant the words which fell from that father’s lips—“God do so, and
more also; thou shalt surely die, Jonathan.” {3.7}
At Gilgal, but a short time previous, Saul had presumed to officiate as priest,
in direct violation of the command of God. When reproved by Samuel, he
had stubbornly justified his own course. Now, upon the bare suspicion of sin
in another—before the lots were cast—he had sworn that the offender should
surely die; not considering whether the offense might not be a sin of ignorance,
to be expiated by a sin-offering, instead of a willful transgression punishable with
death. {3.8}
When the offender is pointed out, and it is known that his only crime is the
ignorant violation of an unreasonable requirement, the king and father coldly
sentences his son to death. What a contrast between the boldness with which
Saul himself violates the law of God and defies reproof, and the cruel severity
manifested by him toward one whom God had honored! {3.9}
The people refused to allow this unjust sentence to be carried into effect.
They could see where the guilt belonged; that Saul himself was the one whom
God was rebuking. Unheeding the anger of the king, they boldly declared, “Shall
Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel? God forbid; as the
Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground; for he hath
wrought with God this day.” Noble decision! wise and courageous people! The
proud monarch dared not disregard this unanimous verdict, and the life of Jonathan was preserved. {3.10}
Saul could but feel that his son was preferred before him, both by the people
and by the Lord. Jonathan’s deliverance was a severe reproof to the king’s rashness. He felt a presentiment that his curses would fall upon his own head. He
did not longer continue the war with the Philistines, but returned to his home,
moody and dissatisfied. {3.11}
Those who are most ready to excuse or justify themselves in sin are often
most severe in judging and condemning others. There are many today, like
Saul, bringing upon themselves the displeasure of God. They reject counsel and
despise reproof. Even when convinced that the Lord is not with them, they
refuse to see in themselves the cause of their trouble. How many cherish a proud,
boastful spirit, while they indulge in cruel judgment or severe rebuke of others
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really better in heart and life than they. Well would it be for such self-constituted
judges to ponder those words of Christ: “With what judgment ye judge, ye shall
be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.”
{3.12}

To exalt self, to glory in what we have done or what we can do, is proof of
extreme ignorance or folly. Those who have an undue estimate of themselves are
often brought into positions where their true character will be developed. It was
thus in the case of Saul. His own course convinced the people that kingly honor
and authority were dearer to him than justice, mercy, or benevolence. {3.13}
The Lord bears long with the waywardness of the children of men, and grants
to all ample opportunity to see and forsake their sins. Yet he will maintain his
own glory, and care for his own people; whatever the course of the rebellious and
backsliding. He may appear to prosper those who disregard his will and despise
his warnings; but in his own time he will surely make manifest their folly. {3.14}
By one wrong decision, men may subject themselves to untold perils. One
misstep may cost a lifetime of care, anxiety, and sorrow. Had not the men of
Israel interposed to save the life of Jonathan, that intrepid warrior would have
perished by the decree of their chosen leader. With what misgivings must that
people afterward have followed Saul’s guidance! How bitter the thought that he
had been placed upon the throne by their own act! {3.15}
God’s people of today are in danger of committing errors no less disastrous.
We cannot, we must not, place blind confidence in any man, however high his
profession of faith or his position in the church. We must not follow his guidance, unless the word of God sustains him. The Lord would have his people
individually distinguish between sin and righteousness, between the precious and
the vile. {3.16}
Those who labor faithfully and unselfishly in the cause of God should be
highly esteemed for their works’ sake. We may, like the children of Israel, be
tempted to exchange the devoted, self-sacrificing laborer for one who appears
more pleasing, but whose faith and steadfastness are yet untried. Let us beware
how we manifest ingratitude or contempt for those whom God has made burden-bearers in his cause. Those who smite the soldiers of the cross are smiting
the hand of God that covers them as a shield. {3.17}
Answer Hints
Section 1: | 1) 1.10 | 2) 1.10 | 3) 1.10 | 4) 1.14 | 5) 1.15, 1.16 |
Section 2: | 1) 2.1 | 2) 2.2 | 3) 2.3, 2.5 | 4) 2.4 | 5) 2.9 | 6) 2.11 |
Section 3: | 1) 3.2 | 2) 3.6 | 3) 3.12 | 4) 3.13 | 5) 3.16, 3.17 |

This lesson is from a 13-week (1-quarter) set of Sabbath
School lessons for youth and young adults called Prophets
& Judges, based on a series of articles by Ellen G. White in
The Signs of the Times, 1881–1882.
Other youth/young adult lessons are available:
•
•
•
•

Early Writings (2 quarters)
A look at the messages God gave especially to the SDA church. (Each
class member will need a copy of Early Writings.)
Tidal Waves (1 quarter)
A powerful series on the coming tidal waves of fanaticism. Learn
how to recognize fanaticism and avoid becoming part of it.
Redemption (4 quarters)
Taken from the series of six booklets by Ellen White on the life of
Christ which include many insights not in The Desire of Ages.

Deeper (1 quarter)
Based on the book Deeper by Eugene Prewitt, these Bible studies
cover many important topics that must be understood today.

You may order printed copies of the complete set of
lessons and teacher answer keys from Young Disciple
Ministries.

509-722-4300

www.YoungDisciple.com
Copyright © 2013. All rights reserved.

